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Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 286.) 


IS Excellency being no ftranger to the haughty notions 
entertained by the Chinefe of their being independent 
in point of commerce, and that every fuch tranfaction with 
foreigners was by them confidered as a boon or courtefy, was 
far from infinuating that they could be advantaged ina mu- 
tual interchange of commodities ; in the fupply of cotton or 
lice from India; of bullion 3 or, laftly, by the aid of a naval 
force to exterminate the fwarm of pirates from their coalts. 
The Embaffador was not averfe to their confidering a com- 
mercial intercourfe as a condefcenfion on their part, and of- 
fered to treat on thofe terms. The Colao obferved hereupon, 
that they fhould have frequent opportunities of converting 
together during lis Excellency’s abode in China, 
Ho-choong-taung, befides being a finifhed ftatefman, was 
of refined manners, and of deep penctration. The favour of 
his fovereign called him to his high office and power, and the 
approving voice of perfons of rank and influence maintained 
him in it. He was rendered fill more fecure in its poffedfion 
by a matrimonial tie, his fon being married toa daughter of 
the Emperor ; for princes, in Aliatic governments, often in 
termarry with their fubjeéts. This connefion, however, 
alarmed fone of the Imperial family, and other loyal fubjects, 
who faw no bounds ¢o this favourite’s ambition, inafmuch as 
Vou. XXXI, 22 the 
















































































goz2 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAIN! 





the eftahlithed principles of that government leave 
ceffion to the choice of the reigning prince, who, ia lieu of its 
defcending by primogeniture, may exclude, », as has already been 
inftanced, even his own offspring and Seaaiie, A man, over 
zea lous, was punifies d capt y by the prefzent = peel for 

wing, in a memorial, to advife his Imperial Majcity to pro 
pre his fueceflor, to avoid future diflentions. 

The Emperor was accompanied | sy moft of his family on 
the day of the Embaflader’s prefemation, the feene of which 
was in the garden of the palace of yeeros The Empe ros’s 
magnificent tent was placed in the mids le of the garden, and 

e 


within it was a throne. Immediately behind this tent was 














another, of an oblong form, fasta. a 4g Rx in it at one extree 

wt for the Enyperor to retire to occafionally. In the front 

we e leveral {mall round tents; one for the accommodation of 

the embafly till his fmperial Majetty fhould arrive—t he thers 
de 


for that of the tributary princes of ls Ys and delegates 
from other tributary fiates, who came to « 1G] to be prefent 
at the celebration of the birth-day, but v she 2 attended now to 
dignify the Embaffador’s receptions The reprefentative of 
the King of Great Britain was to be received by his Imperial 
Majetty, in his large ftate tent, feated upon his throne. 

As a compliment to the Britifh embail,, the Lmperor pere 


wmniee@act ‘ - a clealled ; orl stath 
mitted his courtiers to appear dreiled in Enegiih cota in lies 
rt 


of filk and ange’ The Princes wore the tran{parent red but- 
ton, marking the higheft of the ninc orders, as fixed Py he 





prefent Emperor. No perfon appeared who was inferior to 
the fecond rank in the ftate, the charactcriitic of which iSy 
the opaque red button. ‘There are three clefics of another 
kind of dignity, which confitt of peaco 
agate tubes, worn pendent from the rei mnnet 5 and he who had 
been honoured with three feathers, bileis thought himlelf 
thrice happy. In compliance with song etiqueite of the court, 
which isto be along time in waiting, the embaily aflembled 
before peep of cay 5 but many of the courtiers had remained 
all night in the garden. 

The Emperor’s approach was notified, foon after day-light, 
by inttruments of mufic. His Imperial Majefty was preceded 
by perfons loudly proclaiming his virtues an id his power. He 











was bore by fixieen men in a triumphal car, followed by his 


guards, officers of the houfehold, ttandard and umbrella bearers 


and a band ef mufic. He wore a plain, dark filk, with a vel- 


vet bonnet. hav — } ro scar} in the fronts. th nj ’ j wel he 
et vonnei davis ala DCole LE LAS APOdity we oniy jewe ” 
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His Imperial Majefty entered the tent, and afcending a few 


f 
fteps, confecrated only to his ule, feated himfelf upon the 
throne. The Colao and two officers of his houfehold were 
next him, and knelt whenever t! addrefied him. The 
princes of the family, the tributary ‘princes, and officers of 
ftate, havieg gained their refpective flations in the tent, the 
prefident of the tribunal of rites conduéted the Embaflador, 
>and interpreter, the Minifter nae oten= 
tiary being alfc prefent, neanthe foot of the throne, on the heft 
hand fide, the place of honexr, “The other gentlemen of the 
embafly, many mandarines and officers of various ranks, were 














attended by ins pa 
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at the great opening of the tent, whence every thing that paficd 
ou Id be obfe: ved, 

His Excellency appeared in a fui 
dered, decorated with a diamond 
the Bath, and over thi Dr e r 

| oneiary. beiae an onerary DoStor of Laws 

Minifter P tentiary, being an Honorary Door of Laws 
nates ; 

the Univerfity of Oxford, was habitcd i the icarict gowa 
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or 
of that degree. 

The Embaffador, purfuant to inftruQions received from the 
prefidentof the s, held the large, maenif cent, fqu 
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gold box, er:! jewels, coataining his } 
letter to the Emperor, between both hands railed above his 
head, and mounting the iteps which led to the throne, ond 
bending upon one knee, prefented the box with a fuitable la. 
conic addrefs to his Imperial Majcity, who receiving it gras 
cioully with bi by his fide, I 
“ the fatisf. D4 
Majefty gave to him of his efteem and good 0 
tter, 2nc rare prelents; that ne, on 

his party entertainer timents of the laine kind toward 
Sovereign of Great Britain, and heped that barttony would 
always be mattita 1! rtneir reip tive ludj Mii 

Phe digs endid mannerin wv embatly was 
received, influen the minds of t od induced 
them to belic 1 vernment was about to make a 
change of mealures favourable to the Englifh, Embaffadars 


were not ufuaily received by the Emperor upon his throne ; 

hor were their credentials delivered into his hands, but ordina- 
rt nth 71@ mi . 

ty tnto thole of his minifters. 


ho £ oe a * 5 aii Ba s eS Tre) = se, 
Phe firft prefent which the Emperor made to his Majelty 





was a jewel or precious ftone, more than twelve inches long, 
| ! ’ a 


ly valued by the Chinefe. It was carved into the fimilj- 





tuce of a Chinele {ceptre, in theformot! that which is always 


24:2 peacea 
























304 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


placed upon the Imperial throne, allufive of peace and plenty, 
The Embaffador, in compliance with the Chinefe etiquette, 
and alfo the Minifter Plenipotentiary, refpe@fully offered pre- 
fents in their turn, on their own behalf, which his Imperial 
Majetty vouchfafed to receive,.and gave others in return, 

Adverting to the inconveniency. of having recourfe to an 
interpreter toexplain whatever pafled during the interview, bis 
Imperial Majefty afked the Colac, if there were any perfons 
in the embafly acquainted with the Chincfle language, aad 
being told that the Embaffadoi’s page, Mafter George Staun- 
ton, a youth then in his thirteenth year, was the only. one who 
had made any proficiency 3 in it, the Emperor defired he might 
be brought up to him, and he afked him to fpeak Chinefe, 
His Imperial Majetty was fo charmed with the converfe and 
elegant manners of this accomplifhed young gentleman, that 
he took from his girdle his areca-nut purfe, which hung to it, 
and prelented it to him with his own hand. It was of plain 
yellow filk, and had the figure of the five-clawed dragon and 
fome Tartar characters wrought uponit. Purfes, it feems, are 
the ribbands of the Chinefe monarch, which he beltows as 
rewards of merit ; but the Emperor’s own purfe was a token 
of perfonal favour, valued by the Chinefe above all other 
gilts. 

(To be continued.) 





A fimple Surgical a that ought to be generally 
nown. 


Girl of Chippenham, of the name of Townthend, fwal- 
lowed a pin, afew months ago, which ftuck in her 
throat. Being poor, and the confequences, except for the firk 
moment, not violent, fhe applied for no affiftance, but on the 
contrary endured the pricking and difficulty of {wallowing 
which oceurred at intervals, with a degree of inattention, till 
within thefe few days, when the effe&s became {fo alarming that 
affiftance could no longer be difpenfed with :—Accordingly 
Mr. Greentmith, a protefional ¢ sentleman of that town (but 
lately of the navy) was called i in, wi ho happily tuggelted, and 
fucceeded in the following mod: :— 

Bending the girl’s neck bac kwards, over the back of her 
chair ; he broke an egg, and, having poured the contents dowa 
her throat, he i: modeund a bit of tponge, about the fize of a 
nutmeg, faltened tight to a flip of whalebone, and pafled it 
down 
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down her throat; equally to the furprife and pleafure of the at- 
tendants, on crawing it back again, the pin was found fticking 
in the {ponge, and the patient of courfe was pe erfeCily relieved. 
This was certainly a ftroke of the fimple and /ufficient : A {pe- 
cies of affiftance which in fimilar cafes cannot be too generally 
recommended, 

The ufe of the egg muft be obvious cn a moment’s reflec 
tion; and though it may not always happen that the pin, bone, 
er other otfiructive fubfance, may be brought up by the 
fponge 5 ; yet it mult be removed thereby to 2 iituation where 
the danger will be lefs imminent. 





INTERESTING TREAIX 
COURT of COMMON PLEAS. 
Macu.iuo vy, Carr. CARR. 


HIS was an adlion of importance to Commanders and 

failors belonging to merchants’ fhips. It was brough 

by the plaintiff, a common failor on board a merchant’s thip, 

to recover from the defendant, who was the Captain, the fum 
of about 10]. for wages. 

The plaintiff was engaged to ferve on board the defendant’s 
fhip for the whole of the ‘homeward bound vovage. Before 
the voyage was completed a prefs galley boarded the fhip, and 
the plaintiff was forcibly taken thereout, and carried on boarda 
King’s thip, where he was detained. A few days prior to 
this, | he had had a quarrel with the eer ndant, who told himh 
would pate him larger quarters; by this cxpreffion ie 
witnefles underftood was meant a King® s thip. 

The defence of this ation was, that the plaintiff was not 
imprefled by the contrivance of the defendant, but was 
felected by the Lieutenant of the man of war asa good failor, 
without any previous concern with, or intimation on the part of 
the defendant. In (upport of th.s defence, feveral witnefles 
were called, whole evidence went to verify it. It alfo appeared 
that part of the wages had been paid, 

The learned Jucge o ferved, that if the plaintiff had been 
imprefied by the wilful act of the defendant, he was entitled to 
his wages for the whole voyage, as if he had a@Qually terved on 
board tillit was completed, becaufe the reafon of his not doin 
fo was not any a&t of his own, but was the contrivance of ti 
defendant. But if the circumftance of his being put on 
beard 
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mien were liable to be 
country required their fervices. 


The jury being of opinion that 


to him for wa 


board of a King’s fhip was not to be afcribed to th 
but to the exigencies of the ftate, the cafe was otherwife, and 
he could not recover wages for the whole voyage, fince i fea- 
imprefied when the neceffitics of the 


imprefied by the wilful act of the defendant, 
for 2]. ros. bein; ig the only {um it appeared was remaining due 
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the plaintiff had not been 
found a verdict 
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nto his charater, he obtained of Mr. Fairfax 
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happy in their cottages, the poor’s rate would be lefiened, and 
2 national faving made both in labour and food. 

The labourer is capable of more exertion, and is maintained 
for lefs than half the expence in his cottage, than in a worke 
hovfe. In his cottage he has his family around him, he has 
fomething he can call his own, has objects to look forward to, 
and is the mafter of his own actions.—Dazmeftic connexions, 
property, hope, iberty, thofe mafter {prings of human action, 
exift not in a workhoufe. 

This evil has been greatly increafed by the ninth of George 
the Firft, which authorifes the farming of the poor, and 
refules relief to thofe who will not fubmit to refide in the 
workhoufe*, It is in confequence the intereft of the farmer 
of the workhoufe to keep it in fuch a condition, that the honeft 
and induftrious labourer, who has brought up a large family 
with credit, and who from misfortune is poor, and from age 
paft his labour, will fubmit to be half ftarved, rather than take 
up his abode amid. fuch wretchednefs and profligacy. By thefe 
means workhoufes become objects of terror to the honeft and 
induftricus, and at the fame time the favourite refort of the 
diffolute and abandoned ; thedirt, the wafte, the diforder, the 
want of regulation, and the undiftinguilhing treatment of the 
worft and beit characters, being as gratifying to them, as they 
are irkfome and difguiting to the well-difpofed poor. 


* An act has been lately paffed (in December, 1795) empower- 
ing the magiftrates to order the cottager, under fpecial circum- 
ftances, temporary relief athome. It has not, however, been at- 
tended toin fome diftriéts; and in others, the execution of it is 
very unwillingly fabmitted to by parith officers. 





4 PROPER OBJECT of CONTEMPT. 


¥. there be any members in the great body of fociety that 
. aretruly contemptible, they are thofe who flumber away 
exiftence in the lap of floth; the drones of the hive; the 
lumber of the community ; the lifelefs living; the unburied 
dead. ‘Ihe poor man who provides for a family by a fober and 
diligent attention to fome ufeful art, is to be regarded with 
refpect. If contempt want an objeét, let it look to him, who 
wraps him{clf in the purple which induftry has woven 5 who 
fits under the roof which induftry has reared; for whom ail 
the arts are at work; at whofe fect every occupation throws 
down its offering; for the entertainment of whofe idle hours, 
9 indigent 
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indigent genius writes ; to pleafe whofe eye, ingenuity inftru€ts 
the canvas to live, and teaches the ftone to breathe ; to foothe 
whofe ear, the world of found is explored ; for the fecurity of 
whofe perfon and property, the wifdom of his fellow citizens 
deliberates ; and in whofe defence their valour bleeds ;—and 
who, reclining upon the couch of indolence, receives this 
various tribute of furrounding toil, without ftirring from his 
pillow; without having a pen, or a tongue, or a purfe, or an 
arm, at the fervice of his fellow creatures, 

A thing like this is a proper obje&t of contempt ; and the 
keen eye of juft difdain penetrates, in an inftant, through all 
thetitles and eftates that attempt to fcreen it, like the irre 
fiftible lightning of Heaven, and darts upon the filken cypher, 
upon the purple infignificance, and the painted nothing, all the 
fireof indignation and fcorn. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
Fr MARCH, 1798. 


HE grand revolution that now convulfes the world is 

confidered as {pringing immediately from one event; 
and the refults of the war as dependent on fome particular ace 
cident. All things are feen through the medium of ifolated 
paffions and fituations. If particular meafures, it is faid, had 
been adopted, and certain diltinguifhed charaGters placed in 
office, all things might yet have been well; or, if difaftrous, 
reftored to proiperity, ‘The extraordinary events of the pre= 
fent month are indeed momentous, but they will be found 
hereafter to be mere circumftances, accompanying the great 
current that has long been {preading its tide over the face of 
the civilized world. 

FRANCE, 

With a fuperficial and licentious philofophy, there has been 
introduced into Italy, France, and other parts of Europe, a 
fpirit of felfithnefs and fenfuality, that confiders the tendereft 
and nobleft interefts of the heart as weaknefs, pities the toile 
fome purfuits of glory, and places the chief good in the means 
and opportunities of animal gratification, The refined and 
fathionable world has become a liftlefs and improvident de- 
bauchee, that cares for nothing but prefent eafe and enjoy- 
ment. The princes of Europe feem to take the tone from 
this old rake. Every one fhuts his eyes, and wraps himfelf up 
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in his own narrow cloak, The fluggard puts his hand into 
his bofom, and is loth to take it out. 

In thefe circumitances, the new government of France 
plunders the people, and makes the people plunder their neigh- 
bours; thus converting the very inquictude of the French 
character, apparently fo formidable, into the means of fupe 
porting their tyranny. The general attack carried on by the 
French on private property, public credit, and the rights of 
nations, and the fame fpirit in which that attack is made, com- 
municated to the many-headed montters in other nations, is 
the grand fource of the evils which at prefent deluge the face 
of Europe. 

It is, however, fome confolation to find not only fome parts 
of Europe, but the provinces of America, beginning to coms 
prehend the fyftem, which we have uniformly inculcated, of 
the united interefts and rights of nations, and the neceflity of 
eftablifhing thefe on a common bafis. The cantons of Swite 
zetland have held forth an example to the nations of Europe 
of the {pirit and principles on which they ought to exclude 
the defpotifm of all foreign interference. ‘This example, 
though hitherto unfucce(sful, ought neverthelefs to be admired 
and imitated by confederated nations, around whofe ftandard 
the Swifs would yet rally; for the tree of liberty is not to be 
eradicated from mountains fo bold, inaccefiible, and fublime. 
The natural elements are a hedge around it; the winds of 
Heaven have charge of its feed, 

The rights of nations will be maintained with greater fuce 
cefs, though not with greater glory, on the other fide of the 
Avantic. Nothing can poffibly illuftrate the organization of 
the political order of civilization more clearly than the events 
that have lately taken place in that quarter of the world. 
America, from which the revolution recoiled on France, 
checks its returning tide ; and the minifters of Great Britain 
find in the reafoning of Mr. Harpur, a ftrong juftification of 
perfevering in the prefent war in defence of property and the 
rights of nations, The prudence and firmnefs of General 
Wathington have counteracted the violence of a revolutionary 
ipirit, inttigated by the agents of France in 1794 and 1795: 
And a member of the Congrefs of America has taught the 
government of the people of England to read their own fee 
curity in the juft defence he makes of his country. 

The coincident manoeuvres of the Directory to overthrow 
the ancient conftituticn of Switzerland; to dictate to the Gere 
man empire at Raftadt ; and march their conquering legions 
acrols 
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acrofs the Appenine and Pyrenean mountains, have completely 
unfolded the defigns of the French. Thefe, with regard to 
the reft of their neighbours, appear to be only fubfidiary to 
their great plan of hoftility againft the Britifh empire, On 
every fide, they colle the refources neceflary to their grand 
attack onthiscountry, There they plunder ; here they mean 


to conquer. 
SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 

While the armies of France, which have already crofled 
the Alps and Appenines, threaten alfo to pafs the Pyrenees, 
Spain feems refigned to its fate. Portugal and Hamburgh 
menaced, but not yet attacked, form the weftern and the eafe 
tern boundaries of the Anglo-gallican conteft in Europe. 


rer & GY 

The tri-coluured flag is difplayed from the immobile faxum 
Capitolii of Rome. The Pope has been permitted to: retire 
to Avignon. Not afew of even the Cardinals have joined 
the revolution. ‘The government of Rome, and its depen 
dent tates and territories, is about to’ pafs from a theocracy to 
a democracy ; from religious faith, or according to fome, fu- 
pertition, into the hands of the fanaticifm of democracy. 
This, amid{t many events that feem at prefent to be more ime 
portant, is that which will, beyond all doubt, in the page of 
hiftory, be diftinguifhed as the moft confpicuous and intereft- 
ing in the prelent age and ceatury., . The fuccefsful intrigues 
of ftatefmen and princes, the marches and the victories of 
powerful armies, touch the prefent race, who naturally look to 
what moft immediately affe@s them, with the livelieft con- 
cern, . But the fall of the Roman pontificate, that. governed, 
and, we muft allow, contributed mott eminently to crvilize the 
world for more than a thoufand years, will arreft the attentian 
of pofterity, and appear as the moft ‘prominent figure, when 
many things that bulk fo much in our apprehention {hall be 
thrown into the back ground, atid appear only as indiftiné 
clouds and {mall fpecks on the canvats. 

The principles of the Roman Catholic church wete and are 
good; the ambition, and other felfifh paffions of the etcle= 
fiattics, brought them into a degree of difrepute. Buc ftill the 
world has reafon, and will, we fear, have for fome time*farther 
reafon to deplore the fall of that venerable fabric. The charch 
abufed the ignorance and credulity of men; but srettrained 
the ferocity of barbarifm, inttructed them in what the tuppofed 
to be the means of cternal talvation, and confoled them under 
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temporary afli@tions. When a few free men in every nation 
wf Europe held the mais of the pcople in bondage, the church 
interfered, and opengd a way for the gradual abolition of 
flavery. ‘Though cautious and jealous of fcience, (much of 
which time has proved to have been falfely fo called,) the was 
the patron of literature and the arts. The miffionaries the 
fent into all parts of the world for the propagation of Chrif- 
tianity, and the interpreters of every tongue and nation, which 
fhe entertained in Rome, increafed the common ftock of know« 
ledge. 

Thus Rome, uniting the modern nations by fuch an inter- 
courfe, and leading the imagination by eafy tranfitions, from 
ancient to prefent times, was jultly confidered as the grand 
centre of the world. Nor was fcience, though regarded with 
caution, barbaroufly and fternly excluded ! No! knowledge 
was gradually admitted, even to an interpretation (among the 
Jearned) of the Scripture, and ultimately prevailed. Nor was 
the reformation of religious doctrines and moral practice a 
thing wholly extraneous to the Catholic faith, The feeds of 
thefe were enveloped ; they germinated in the bofom of the 
univerfal church, To what feminary are we indebted for 
Zuinglius, Beza, Erafmus, Jerome of Prague, Wickliff, Lu- 
ther, Calvin, Father Paul, Giannone, and others ? To the fe- 
minary of the church of Rome. 

We Proteftants are apt to talk with great modefty, of the 
dragon, the whore of Babylon, the beaft of the Revelations ; 
and apply thefe images to the church of Rome! meaning by 
all thefe, a brutal, phyfical, and tyrannical power, equally tri- 
umphant over the fentiments of humanity, and the conclufions 
of reafon. This power is fubverted: But by what? Bya 
power equally at leaft inhuman, equally unreafonable: For, 
fyrely, there was never a more poifonous ferpent, impudent a 
whore, nor favage a beaft, than the prefent rulers of Francc! 


o2 & &. Cc. & 


From the peninfula of Italy, lee us pafs over to Greece, 
part of Turkey in Europe, fo renowned in ancient, is not un- 
Jikely to be the theatre of as important actions in modern 
hiftory. Paflow-an-Oglou, at the head of an army, above a 
hundred thoufand ftrong, continues to advance to the Sublime 
Porte, and is perhaps, by this time, in pofleffion of Adrianople. 
He arouzes the Greeks to revolt, by a recollection of their 
former freedom and glory, and their prefent flavery and humilia- 
tion. This may produce an infurrection: And, perhaps, fome 
revolution, 
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revolution. But will it tend to eftablh a free conftitution ? 


‘ Have the Greeks, any idea, more than the Ruffians, to whom 


emancipation from flavery and villanage was offered by Ca 
therine JI. in vain, any idea of liberty, other than that it is the 
contrary of bondage, and fubjection to particular mafters? It 
is impoflible to emancipate the bodies of men, without firk 
emancipating their minds, The barbarous nations of the 
fouth and weft of Europe could not have been made partakers 
of the freedom, which they now, though in unequal degrees, 
enjoy, if they had.not been prepared tor it, by che Chriftian 
religion, the civil law, and other remains of Roman inftitu- 
tlonS. 


GERM™MAN Y. 


We have already touched on Switzerland, but we cannot 
pafs by fo interefting an o ject, without farther notice, The 
inroads into this country by the French are the natural cog- 
fequences of the indifference of Europe to the fubjugation of 
Corfica, and the partition of Poland. 

The Swifs have made a glorious, and indeed, an affecting 
ftand. Perhaps they may yet find an opportunity of regaining 
their political independence, ‘I/hey have, for their contolacian 
and their hope, their ftrong and animating country, their 
fimple manners, their fLience, and the fympathy and vows of 
all good and wife men: Sorry we are, that we cannot, with 
much propriety fay, princes, ftatefmen, and nations! They 
may fay to their co-eltates, as the Saviour of the world to the 
fympathizing women of Judca— Daughters of Jerufalem, 
weep not for me, but for yourfelves, and the calamities that 
arecoming upon you!” While we deplore the effects, we 
cannot but confels our aftonifhment at the caufe by which they 
have been produced. Art and valour on the fide of France 
have overcome nature and courage on the fide of. Switzerland, 
The French, arrogant by nature, and elated by fuccefs, and a 
vitory over mountains, will doubtiefs be incited to brave the 
dangers of the ocean. The deputies of the empire have 
agreed to cede the territories on the left bank of the Rhine. 
Particular arrangements for the interior fettlement of Ger- 
many have got yet tranfpired. 


Tize NORTHERN POWERS. 


Thefe appear to be as dormant, as if their fouthern neigh- 
bours had gone toflecp and left them to their winter repole, 
The influeace of the pacific Bernftoff appears to reign ftill, 
after 
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after his death, in’ Denmark. Sweden is ftill courted by, 


‘France. And thefé two ftill rival nations of the north leave 
Ruffia to the undifturbed government of ‘her ponderous, and 
moft extenfive empire. The new Czar is occupied with 
interior details; and probably fees, that the fpirit which Buo- 
napafte has kindled in the fouth of Turkifh Europe will do 
more towards the opening of Conftantinople to his fleets and 
armies, than all the battles anc victories of the great Cae 
therine. 

[t would be 2 curious event, and it is not altogether impro» 
bable, to fee after the fall of Conftantinople, the Prince of 
Conde embark, in the Euxine, with a Ruffian fleet, and land 
at Toulon, to erect the throne, and the fleur de lis of France. 


GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. 


The objets that chiefy occupy our attention at home are, 
the continued preparations of France, for invading thefe 
iflands, and the difcovery of internal plots in Ireland, and even 
in London. We obferve, with great fatisfa@ion, that the 
menaces of the enemy, and their violent proceedings in other 
countries, have raifed a fpirit in our country, that fuperfedes the 
ufual contentions of our parties. Motions, it is true, are 
made in the Upper Houfe of Parliament, impeaching the 
condu& of Minifters, and propofing an addrefs to the throne, 
for their removal ; but the great leader of oppofition in the 
other Houfe appears to have withdrawn from the activity of 
the political fcene. He has probably confidered, that the 
moment for oppofition is paft; and that the proclamations of 
the enemy, relative to invafion, and interference in our Paflias 
mentary reform, preclude him from obftru@ting, where he 
could not ftrengthen the hands of the prefent Adminiftration, 
We fincerely hope, that a ftatefman of histalents, and known 
attachment to the vital interefts of his country, will not con- 
tent himfelf with a negative line of conduét, in a crifis like the 
prefent; Fur, difentangling himfelf from certain charaéters 
that hang about him, offer his fervices for the good of his 
country. The timesdemand a ftatefman, who is not merely 
a legal pleader and rhetorician, however profoundly fkilled in 
finance, and dextrous in intrigue, but a man of extenfive 
knowledge, {ublime views, and fertile in expedients, one who 
poficfies a ready power of calling up before his imagination 
mere poffidilities, of comparing them with realities, and with 
one another, and of deciding on their refpective merits. | 
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DANGER of INNOCENT AMUSEMENTS. 


HERE is a danger which is attached even to innocent 
amufements ; the danger of purfuing them to excefs. 
A pofleflion which we have always in our hands, which every 
perfon around us appears to have equally with ourfelves, is a 
pofleffion of the value of which weare moft likely to be ignoe 
sant or regardiefs. _Suchapofleffion istime. Men, who are 
ftimulated to intelle€tual exertions by the concurrence of 
various motives ; men, to whom bufinefs is in one fhape or in 
another continually prefenting itfelf ; whom the capacity of 
attaining to profeffional honour and emolument, and the ate 
tractions of the field of literature might tempt to cultivate 
their underftandings, and to apply their talents to purpofes of 
utility, frequently apply themfelves to a laborious life of amufe- 
ment ; a life which, evenif all their modes of amufement had 
been in themfelves irreproachable, would not have been more 
ufeful and refpectable than an equal period of obftinace inace 
tivity. Devoting their mornings to the billiard-room, and 
their evenings to the gaming-table ; occupied in fuperintend= 
ing the training of race-horfes, and in witneffing, with unfeeling 
delight, their exertions on the courfe ; or employed in the un- 
remitting purfuit and deftruCtien of various parts of the 
animal world, they live without refleGtion on the great objects 
of buman exiftence, neither benefited by its progreis, nor pree 
paring for its termination. 

A piure fimilar to this in its outline and compofition, 
though differing in the particular objects prefented to the eye of 
the fpectator, might be drawn from female life. Gay, elegant, 
and accomplifhed, but thoughtlefs, immerfed in trifles, and 
hurrying with impatience, never fatisfied, from one {cene of 
diverfion to another, how, many women are feen floating down 
the ftream of life, like bubbles on which the fun paints a 
thoufand gaudy colours-; and like bubbles vanifhing, fooner 
or later, one after another, and leaving no trace of ufcfulnefs 
behind ! 





Ox CONVERSATION. 
ITNESS for converfation muft depend upon the ftore of 


ideas laid up in the mind, aad the faculty of communi- 
Cating them. ‘Thefe, ina great degree, are the refults of edu- 
Cation and the habit of focicty, and toa certain point they are 
favoured 
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favoured by fuperiority of condition. But this is only toa 
certain point; for when you arrive at that clafs in which fen- 
fuality, indolence, and diffipation, are foftered by excefs of 
opulence, you lofe more by diminifhed energy of mind, than 
you gain by fuperior refinement of manner and elegance of 
expreffion. And, indeed, there are numbers, of the higher 
ranks among us, whofe converfation has not even the latter 
qualities to recommend it, but to poverty of fentiment adds 
the urmoft coarfenefs of language and behaviour. There is 
a radical meannefs in debauchery, which even in the moft eles 
vated conditions of all, communicates the taint of vulgarity, 
To hear the high-bred party loudly contending in the praifes 
of their dogs and horfes, and difcuffing gambling quetftions, 
intermixed with grofler topicks, yow could not poffibly difcover 
By the ft) le and matter, whether you were liftening to the maf- 
ters above, or the grooms below. It is by no means unfrequent 
to find the deff company the worf? converfation. Should your 
chara@ter and fituation for ever exclude you from fuch fo- 
Cieties, youneed not repine at your lofs, 





OBSERVATIONS on the HAND of the MONKEY. 


{From Dr. Darwin’s Zoonomia. ] 


HE monkey has a hand well enough adapted for the fenfe 

of touch, which contributes to his great facility of imi- 
tation ; but in taking obje@s with his hands, as a ftick or an 
apple, he puts his thumb on the fame fide of them with his 
fingers, inftead of counteracting the preflure of his fingers 
with it: From this neglect he is much flower in acquiring 
the figures of objeéts, as he is lefs able to determine the dif- 
tances or diameters of their parts, or to diftinguith their vis 
inertia from their hardnefs. Helvetius adds, that the fhortnels 
of his life, his being fugitive before mankind, and his not 
inhabiting all climates, combine to prevent his improves 
ment. 

There is, however, at this time an old monkey fhewn in 
Exeter "Change, London, who, having loft his teeth, when 
nuts are given him, takes a ftone into his hand, and cracks 
them with it one by one; thus uling tools to effect his purpoie, 
like mankind. 
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A4AROMAN LAW. 


MONG the anciert Romans there was a law kept in- 
A violably, that no man fhould make a public feaft, unlefs 
he had before provided for all the poor of his neighbourhood, 
So the Golpel—Thou, when thou makeft a feaft, call the poor, See 





SAGACITY of 2 DOG. 


Gentleman hada moft excellent pointer, which conftantly 
attended him, when he went a fhooting. The gentice 
man’s cuftom was, on his return from his diverfion, to dif- 
chargé his piece at magpics or crows, which he would take 
fome pains to look for in the trees as he pafled along. The 
‘dog on this occafion always kept behind, that he might not 
frighten the birds away, (it is fuppofed) and his mafter might 
have a fair chance at them. It happened one day, as he was 
upon this bufinefs, that a magpie perched in the top of a large 
oak, efcaped the gentleman’s notice. The dog, ever attentive 
to his maiter’s pleaiures, peeps into the tree himfe!f, and efpies 
the bird, whereon he runs up to his matter, who was got fome 
yards from the place,lays hold of the lap of his coat behind, 
and gives it a {mart pull with his teeth, The gentleman, in 
furprife, turns about to fee what was the matter, when the doz 
immediately trots back to the tree, and fhews him the bird, 
which the gentleman very foon brought to the ground, 
After fuch an inftance of fagacity ina dumb animal, how 
canany one prefumeto maintain that brutes are unintelligent - 
machines ? 





wer, by IV. Rennels, of Barnftaple,talV. Bickhan's Charad:, 
injerted ‘Fanuary 22. 


ITH glowing joy my bofom beats 
Toview the fow’rets round; 
I’d with to {ce the various tweets 
In one rich nofegay bound. 


Behold! the RAINBOW too difplay’d, 
In variegated hue ; 
The nofegay’s bloom, and rain>ow’s tia’, 
Are, Mary, met in yous 
. 


Vor. XXXII. +{¢+ We 
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ttt We have received the like anfwer from Selpats, of 
Briftol; Thomas, of Athprington; W. Brock, of Ever- 
creech; T. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe; P. Halfway 3 T. Law- 
rance, of Chard; T. Whicker, of Exon; T. Sticks, of St, 
Denys; and J. Gidley, and J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior. 





A QUESTION, by Philomathes, near Trura, Gornwall, 
corr zx’ +xz'= 1830, and x*+2*=1921, to find x 


and z by a fimple equation. 





4 CHARADE, by Reclufe, of Yeail, 
1 By watch firft define, ye bards: who would fhine, 


And careful the fame ponder over ; 
A fubftance next add, which flaughter hath made: 
Then my whole in my firft you'll difcover. 





4 CHARADE, ty W. Hoare, Funior, of Dean Prior. 


N th’ infernal, black domains, 
Horror dire, and darknefs reigns ; 
Flirting thro’ the gloomy region, 
My firft is one of Pluto’s legion. 


Stupendous contraft! All above 

Is peace, and harmony, and love. 
Sweet feraphs ftrike their golden lyres, 
My next pervades the facred choirs. 


In yonder, lonely, difmal cell 
Trembling, woe-worn captives dwell ; 
While they’re waiting for my whole, 
Sica terror fills their foul. 


BOOCOOOOOOOOOONIOOOOOIH 
*,* “The ‘Length of the fa entitled Tho mug ity on the 
inte aad Invafs jon”’, isa very ftrong Objeé tion to its in Jertion, efpes 
cially as fr ann has already been publifhed on the Subject, that it 
may be confidered as nearly exhaufted. 
§t§ P. oft tage oer Letters mujt be paid, or they will be taken no 
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The GRAVE: An Evecy. 


PAR from the haunts of the gay, buftling crowd, 
Sunk low, beneath an elevated heap, 

‘L here mantled in a melancholy fhroud, 
The relicks of departed genius fleep. 

What tho’ on Pegafus his fancy climb’d, 
Capricious fortune prov’d is emulous foe ; 

Tho’ proof againft her frowns—relentle(fs time 
Levcli'd the author, not his memory, low. 


What fignifies that o’er the verdant plain 
His patrimony ne’er extended wide ? 

What tho’ no pageantry compos’d his train, 
Tho’ wealth and honour would not be ally’d? 


Tho’ riches buy admitance to the court, 
Or flatt’ry play upon the royal pow’r, " 
Timecan’t be purchas’d: Death derides their {port, 
Nor grants a fupernumerary hour. 


Produce the hero, fkill’d in great defign, 
That can procrattinate the fleeting-breath | 

Can he that oft invokes the facred nine, 
Lull toa lethargy deftruétive death ? 


Can all the fublunary pomp of ftate 
Lengthen the monarch’s life but for aday ? 
Orall the vaio diftinctions of the great, 
Can they re-animate the fleeping clay ? 
Let adamant fecare the imperia! gate, 
Tho’ ftatefmen plant innum’rous fentrics round, 
The {wift, inexorable hand of fate, 
Levels the royal victim to the ground. 
Vain arethe obelifks and flatt’ring ftones, 
And fretted pyramids advanc’d on high ; 
The prince and peafant’s undiftinguith’d bones, 
Now all promiicuous in corruption lie. 


Reader! whene’er by fancy you are led, 
The monumental regigns to furvey, 

Sedately on your kindred afhes tread, 
And inwardly apply the moral lay. 

He thatisjuft, benevolent, humane, 

Wiil live when all theie vanities decay ; 
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Will leave behind him an immortal name, 
And waft his foul to everlafting day! 


Barnfiaple, March 12, 1798. 


WILLIAM RENNELS. 
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WRITTEN in CHARLOTTE SMITH'S SONNETS. 


V 7 HOE’ER doth feel affliction’s deadly blow, 
When deeply pierc’d in this uncertain age, 

Is the bett able to the world to draw 
The mind’s pang’d feelings—horror, grief, and rage. 


The melancholy 


which thefe poems wear, 
Marks the true picture of their author’s heart ; 

Too true indeed—fhe, overwhelm’d with care,* 
‘Thus to mankind her forrows would impart. 


Some confolation fweet the time may bring, 
A friend, perhaps, to foothe her reftlefs mind ; 

To feek the deep, the deep-emboiom’d iting, 
Which is, ah! far inclos’d, and left behind. 


Bat who can fhun what comes by Weav’n’s command? 
Is it to us alone to chufe our itate? 

No: We are ruled by che Almighty’s hand, 
Our fuff’rings never are ordain’d by fate. 


Then thofe who bear with patience ev’ry ill, 
That often doour picafures here oppreis, 

Are but fubmiffive to the firlt great will, 
Which promifes eternal happinefs. 


Exon, March, 1798. 


* 


1. pverree 
M. — 


See the pretace to her poetical works 


» Junior. 















THOUGHTS oz READING HiSTORY. 


V HERE fhall the eye that weeps at human woe, 
Find the hiftoric page withouta tear? 

Defcending thro’ the maze of time, behold 

What awful revolutions rol! around ; 


Opinions various {lart on every fide, 
New creeds of faith, new codes cf human laws, 
Crowd on eac! h other, and each novel change, 


Prelude of bloody flaughter, war, and death. 


Endlefs the talk 


< to te!l of 


every fiend 


Who, | Dur ting allthe b« nds of equity, 
Sprung with rapacious talons on the Poors 
Devouring every comfort, every joy! 
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